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CONGRATULATIONS ARE IN ORDER: 


% ee 
Pie 


: 


Dr’. Klaus Mayer 


PuvausceMaver,9MseD'. 7; F.A.C.P., 
was installed as the 1973-74 Presi- 
dent of the American Association of 
Blood Banks at its annual banquet 
in November at the Americana Hotel, 
Bal Harbour, Florida. Dr. Mayer 
was named President-Elect of the 
AABB at its 1972 annual meeting in 
Wesmtngton,:D.. C. 


Dr. Mayer first joined the 
staff of HSS in 1957 as Hematolo- 
gist and became Director of the 
Blood Bank in January 1968. He 
has also been on the staff of 
Memorial Hospital since 1952 and 
now currently serves as Director 
of the Blood Bank and Serology 
Laboratory, Director of the Hema- 
tology Laboratory, and Attending 
Physician. In addition to these 
appointments, he is Associate 
Attending Physician at New York 
Hospital and Clinical Associate 
Professor of Medicine at Cornell 
University Medical College. 


A native of Mayence, Germany, 
Dr. Mayer was graduated from 
Queens College, New York, and 
earned his medical degree in 1950 
at the University of Zurich and 
Groningen. 


After completing his intern- 
shipsat the sHospitalwom se. 
Raphael, New Haven, Connecticut, 
Dr. Mayer joined the staff of the 
Brookhaven National Laboratory 
Department of Medicine. In 1954 
he was named a Research Fellow at 
the Sloan-Kettering Institute, 
Division of Clinical Investigation. 
Now an Associate at the Institute, 
Dr. Mayer has done a considerable 
amount of research in the area of 
cancer anemia. In 1955 he was 
awarded a four-year Damon Runyon 
Research Fellowship. He has 
authored or co-authored nearly 50 
articles in the field of hema- 
tology. 


A member of the AABB Board of 
Directors since 1971, Dr. Mayer 
has served on the Scientific 
Advisory and Planning Committees, 
and as chairman of the Committee 
on Blood Component Therapy. For 
the past year he has been Execu- 
tive Editor of News Briefs, the 
AABB monthly magazine. 


Dr. Mayer and his wife, Vera, 
reside in Riverdale, New York. 
They are the parents of Carla, 17, 
a senior at Fieldston School, 
Riverdale, and Rulon, 19, who is 
enrolled at M.I.T., Cambridge, Mass. 


Do you know that as an 
employee of HSS you may borrow 
books from the Alker Memorial 
Patients' Library? Founded by 
Mr. Henry Alker, and maintained 
by the Women's Auxiliary of The 
Hospital for Special Surgery, the 
library contains over 6,000 books 
for recreational reading, includ- 
ing several foreign languages, 
and a children's book collection. 


The Library is located in 
Room 301 and is open on Tuesdays 
and Fridays from 10:00 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m. The loan period for 
books is two weeks (1 week for 
new books or those in heavy 
demand). Free of course, but 
patients have priority, and books 
should be returned or renewed 
promptly. When the Library is 
closed, books may be returned to 
the Book Boxes located opposite 
the North Nursing Stations on all 
patient floors, opposite the 


Reception Desk on the third floor, 


and on the second floor of the 
Research Building. 


In addition to current 


magazines, the Library has several 


new 'best-selling' acquisitions: 


The Matlock Paper by 
Robert Ludlum--an innocent, young 


professor finds himself in the 
midst of a search for an inter- 


national drug ring--a well-written 
spellbinder that you can't put down. 


Looking for Fred Schmidt by 
Seymour Epstein--an unusual novel, 


interesting psychologically and 
philosophically and beautifully 
written. 


Forever Island by Patrick D. 
Smith--a tender story about an old 
Seminole Indian living on the edge 
of the Everglades who teaches his 
grandson the lore of the swamp. 
Ecology is involved and a search 
for the island, Forever Island, 
the lost island of Seminole legend. 


Real Lace by Stephen Birming- 
ham--an Irish Catholic writes about 
some well-known Irish Catholic 
families and their rise in many 
cases from penniless, illiterate 
immigrants to great wealth and 
social position within a couple of 
generations. 


The Locked Room by Maj Sjowall 
and Per Wahloo--that inimitable 
Swedish pair have done it again: a 
taut, well-plotted mystery with 
atmosphere and their special 
detective, Martin Beck, back on 
his feet and accomplishing his 
usual minor miracles. 


Bonecrack by Dick Francis-- 
an English racing stable is the 
scene of this suspenseful novel 
about a conflict between father 
and son. 


And speaking of books, our 
own Dr. Leon Root in collaboration 
with Thomas Kiernan has written a 
book entitled, Oh My Aching Back. 
Whether or not you have an aching 
back, look for the book--it's been 
published by David McKay. 


Wayne Cooper, Communications, 
has edited a book entitled, 
The Passion of Claude McKay, 
Selected Prose and Poetry, 1912 - 
1948. Here's what New Republic 
had to say about it: 


"This selection of certain 
published and unpublished works of 
Claude McKay (1889-1948) permits 
us to take a good second look at 
the Jamaican-American who was a 
moving force in the Negro Renais- 
sance of the 1920s. The editor 
characterizes Claude McKay as a 
man of passion; he could also be 
referred to as a sensitive and 
compassionate man with a deep 
sense of moral integrity and in 
constant revolt against the evils 


of the establishment, one who dared 


to use his pen very early against 
social forces that degraded human 
beings. 


The biographical data pro- 
vided by Wayne Cooper permit us 
to see Claude McKay in a number 
of ways...Cooper has performed an 
invaluable service by putting at 
our disposal McKay's unpublished 
writings. 


The collected poems, short 
stories and letters are a newly 
available record of the "passion" 
of Claude McKay who hated in- 
justice because he loved people, 
who revolted against all brutality 
to which his people were subjected 
because he yearned for freedom and 
human dignity among all men." 


Ha,eNOte: Right on, Wayne! 


BLOOD DRIVE 


The Annual HSS Employee 
Blood Drive was held on January 
9th and 10th. 


Our Blood Captains are to 
be especially commended. Due to 
their diligent work, we received 
pledges for donations from over 
260 employees. 


On January 2nd and 3rd, a 
film entitled "Blood Is Life - 
Pass It On" was shown to employees 
in the Lecture Hall. Perhaps the 


showing of the film, along with 
the terrific job that our Blood 
Captains did, contributed to the 
great success of this year's 
Blood Drive. 


The 1973-74 Blood Drive was 
Lruly. as LlecorasOnemLore Hoo. hopes 
fully, next year will be even 
better. 


STATE OF THE HOSPITAL 


As he has for the past eight 
years, Mr. T. Gordon Young will 
meet with employees during the 
week of February 11 to discuss 
current events at HSS and recap 
IME Teh 


Everyone is encouraged to 
attend. There will be 12 sessions 
at various times (listed below) so 
that everyone, regardless of shift 
or working hours, will have the 
opportunity to hear what is going 
on and ask questions about matters 
thateconcerngall- of sus. 


Please see your Supervisor 
or Department Head about an appro- 
priate time to attend. 
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'Twas the Season of Holtdays, 
sugarplums and holly 

And all at Spectal Surgery 
were merry and jolly 


The Season began 
on a November day 
When the HSS Gtft Shop 
had great sales on display 


Then the next event 
Wae OUD sale lof pooks 
And even ‘our own' 
espectally for cooks 


The next cheer came 

for our basketball team 
We beat Memorial 

and that was a scream 


The program was set, 
all ready to go 
The Employee Chorus 
put on a great show 


Then over on the court 

HSS & Memortal played another game 
But alas and alack 

the wtnntng team wasn't the same 


Then we all sang along 
tn the holtday mood 

Filled with eggnogg and fruitcake 
and other great food 


A drawing was held 
on that very same day 
And the painting "Anemones" 
was gtven away 


Our students went caroling 
and spreading good cheer 

To help patients and familtes 
bring tn the New Year 


And so '73 ended 

with good wtll and good cheer 
amd to all a bright beginning 

for a Happy New Year. 


Births: Congratulations to Dr. and Mrs. Eduardo Farcon 
(Dr. Erlina Fareon, Anesthesia) on the birth of their daughter 
Isabelle.on October 2, 1973; to Dr. and Mrs. Enrique Blazquez, 
Research, who welcomed a baby girl in December; to Mr. and Mrs. 
Willtam Fuentes (formerly of Radiology) who welcomed Jennifer 
ILene on December 5; and to Mr. and Mrs. Jose Chabta, Nuxsing, 
who welcomed the New Year with a baby girl on January 3. 


Engagements: Best wishes to Arthur Damm (Communications) 
engaged to Mary O'Dowd; and to Barbara Marshall, Lorraine Muller, 
Vilma Rutz, and Joan Voluz, all of Nursing, on their recent 
engagements. 


Marriages: Carolyn Lenfesty (formerly of Rehab. Medicine) 
to Tom Fey on December 30, 1973 and Barbara Longo (Nursing) to 
Bill Ryan on January 19; Kathleen Tracey (Anesthesia) to 
Gerasimos Kardaras on October 29, 1973. 


Deaths: We were saddened to learn of the deaths of two 
members of our Emeritus staff: Dr. Paul H. Breuning who passed 
away on December 23 and Dr. Thomas Morrtssey early in December. 
Our condolences to Albert Brown, Dietary, on the loss of his 
brother; to Mrs. Charlotte Geronimo, Nursing, who lost her sister, 
and Mrs. Htlda Hteks who lost her mother. 


Illnesses: We wish a speedy recovery to Margaret Bird, 
Elba Gtlbert, Iris Kelly, Augusta Perkins, Angelo Reyes, and 
Hazel Wilkins, members of our Nursing staff. 


Other News: Theresa Galsworthy, Nursing, returned from 
vacationing at home in South Africa; Mrs. Loutse Newman returned 
from a week-long cruise in the Caribbean and Mrs. Alice Woo 
vacationed in San Paulo, Brazil. 


Congratulations to Mrs. Dulectna Thrower, Nursing, on 
receiving her RN stripes in January and Miss Arlelta Sligh on 
receiving her BS degree in January and to Ms. Medea M. Marella, 
formerly Nursing Supervisor who received the degree of Doctor, 
Education from Columbia University. 


Reminders: On February 25th the Employee Chorus will begin 
their regular Monday evening rehearsals for a Spring Concert. 
Rehearsals will begin at 5:00 P.M. in the Employee's Lounge of 
the Nurse's Residence located at 1320 York Avenue, between 70th 
and 71st Streets. 


The Hospital for Special Surgery Bowling League is wel- 
coming all employees to join. The league meets every Wednesday 
at 6:00 P.M. in the East End Brunswick Lanes at 8lst Street and 
York Avenue. Don't be shy, you might bowl better than you think! 


So mark these days on your calendar and give these activities 
rah ge ag 


eins ay, 


On December 10th, the 
Employees' Chorus, with members 
from Memorial Hospital, New York 
Hospital and Special Surgery, 
presented a "Christmas Concert" 
for the enjoyment of all Cornell 
Medical Center employees. 


The concert, which was held 
in the Auditorium of the Nurses' 
Residence, included popular 
Christmas carols such as "We 
Wish You A Merry Christmas" and 
"Joy To The World", as well as 
eierotassical, “In Dulci Jublio." 
Miss Barbara Kurman of New York 
Hospital and Mrs. Frances Stanley 
of Memorial Hospital gave lovely 
solo performances of the spiritual 
numbers "Oh Happy Day" and "He's 
Got The Whole World In His Hands." 


Miss Penna Rose, the Musical 
Conductor, and Miss Sharon Abner, 
Accompanist, deserve a special 
note of thanks for their help in 
making the Christmas Concert the 
great success it was. 


In keeping with the holiday 
mood of the Christmas Concert, 
the HSS Cafeteria resounded with 
joyous voices of employees as all 
joined in a "Holiday Sing-Along." 


Twenty-five employees, 
accompanied by Miss Penna Rose, 
led the festivities. The program, 
which was planned by members of 
the Employees' Chorus, included 
such holiday favorites as "Jingle 
Bells" and "Hark The Herald Angels 
Sing.” 


Miss Mary Ann Richardson, 
Dr. Bohne's secretary, sang a 
beautiful rendition of "Oh, Holy 
Night", which proved to be the 
highlight of the occasion. 


The Dietary Department added 
to the holiday gaiety by serving 
eggnog, fruit punch and fruit cake, 
along with a special 59¢ luncheon. 


The mood was gay, the eggnogg 
delicious, and it looks like the 
"Holiday Sing-Along" may become an 
HSSatraameiont 


BAS KETBALL 


The HSS Basketball Team opened 
Ltesie lo oSsecasOnwe neaws—-OUuL-OLa) 
tournament with Memorial Hospital's 
Team. 


The first game on December 7 
was the culmination of weeks of 
practice. For our team, dressed 
in blue and white uniforms, the 
weeks of practice certainly paid 
off when we won 66-53: 


The next game, which was 
played on December 14, did not 
prove to be as successful for HSS. 
Memorial's Team won the game 96-71. 
In the following weeks, Memorial 
went on to win the next two games 
105-97 and 105-83. The series 
ended 3 games to 1, in favor of 
Memorial. 


Thesoldvadaqe,-. 1b4s-noe 
whether you win or lose, but how 
you play the game" certainly 
applies to our team. They deserve 
a lot of credit for their good 
Sportsmanship, as well as for the 
time and effort they put into the 
games. 


Toward the end of February, 
the HSS Basketball Team will 
compete against our own Residents 
in an exhibition game. Look for 
signs listing the date and loca- 
tion of the game! 


BOWLING LEAGUE 


The Hospital for Special 
Surgery Bowling League is now 
entering the second half of its 
1973-1974 season. This year has 
been the most successful year thus 
far. The league now has twelve 
teams of regular bowlers and fif- 
teen substitutes. The substitutes 
include some of our Residents who 
found time in their busy schedules 
to join the league in a night of 
bowling. They are Dr. Jon Wang, 
Dr. Edward Jones, and Dr. Richard 
Chambers. The league is made up 
of employees and friends of just 
about every phase of life at HSS 
and the league continues to grow 
through the gentle urging and de- 
termined coercing of friends. 


January 30th saw the whole 
league decked out in their new 
purple Bowling Participation Shirts. 
These took the place of the usual 
trophies given to members at the 
Annual Bowling Banquet. The hos- 
pital has shown the greatest sup- 
port yet by sponsoring the 1974 
Annual Bowling Banquet. It is 
through this most generous support 
of the Hospital that has enabled 
us to expand and also encourage 
new bowlers to become weekly star 
attractions. 


SOFTBALL LEAGUE 


During the past 3 years, hosp- 
itals in lower Manhattan have or- 
ganized a Hospital Softball League. 


There are currently 8 member 
hospitals who are interested in 
expanding the membership in the 
hope of forming North and South 
Divisions. 


Approximately seventeen games 
are played each season, including 
Division Playoffs, an All-Star 
Game and a City-Wide Championship, 
which is played with hospitals 
in the Brooklyn area. 


Each year the League recruits 
a Sports, celebrity to throw out 
the first ball at the opening game. 
Last year, Monty Ervin, recently 
nominated to Baseball's Hall of 
Fame, threw the first ball. A 
banquet is held at the end of each 
season, at which time trophies are 
presented to the winning teams and 
the outstanding players. 


Team membership is open to 
all HSS employees, men and women 
alike. In addition to having at 
least 15 team members, we also 
need a team Manager. Anyone who 
is interested in managing the HSS 
team, Or in becoming a member, 
should contact Peggy Primis, Ext. 
117, in the Personnel Department 
before February 25th. 


NEW SOCIAL SECURITY LAW 


Several important changes in 
the social security benefits system 
have occurred. The social security 
tax rate (the percentage paid by 
the employee to social security 
out of salary and the percentage 
the employer pays for the employee) 
continues to be 5.85 percent; how- 
ever, the taxable wage base has 
gone up from $10,800 to $13,200. 
The employee earning $13,200 or 
more will pay $772.20 in social 
security taxes. There also will 
be an across-the-board increase in 
social security benefits of 1l 
percent in 1974, a 7 percent rise 
effective in April, and a 4 per- 
cent increment in July. 


